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Legislative Update


CAHSEE Requirement for Special 
Education Students 
Despite recent legislative activity, there 
have been no changes to the CAHSEE 
requirement for any students. In August, 
a settlement was announced in the case of 
Chapman, et al. v. the California Department 
of Education (CDE), the California State Board 
of Education, and the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. As part of this settlement, 
the CDE agreed to propose and support 
legislation that would create a procedure for 
certain students with disabilities in the class of 
2006 to receive a high school diploma without 
having passed both parts of the CAHSEE. This 
procedure was incorporated into Senate Bill 
(SB) 586, but was revised substantially by the 
Legislature from the procedure set forth in the 
settlement agreement. 

On October 7, SB 586 was vetoed by the 
Governor, who stated that SB 586 did not 
reflect the intent of the settlement agreement. 
He stated that a further delay of the CAHSEE 
requirement would send the wrong message 
to the majority of special education students 
who have the ability to pass the exam and that 
immediate attention should be given to those 
who may not have the ability to pass the exam. 
School districts should continue to administer 
the CAHSEE to all eligible students, including 
special education students. 

Intensive Instruction and Services Funding 
The 2005–06 Budget Act authorized a one-time 
allocation of $20 million to provide intensive 
instruction and services to students in the class 
of 2006 who are required to pass the CAHSEE 
but have not yet passed one or both parts of 
the exam. Assembly Bill (AB) 128 set out the 
provisions for the CDE to allocate $600 per 
eligible student to schools in order to provide 
these services. AB 128 required that schools 
be ranked on the basis of the percentage of 
eligible students and that funding be provided 
until exhausted. Earlier this month the CDE 
posted the allocation of these funds on its 
Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r19/ 
cahseeiis05result.asp. 

At the end of this school year, schools that 
received this funding will be required to submit a 
report to the CDE to indicate how they used this 
funding. AB 128 states that intensive instruction 
and services may include, but are not limited to: 

n	 Individual or small group instruction 

n	 Hiring of additional teachers 

n	 Purchasing, scoring, and reviewing diagnostic 
assessments 

n	 Counseling 

n	 Designing instruction to meet specifi c needs 
of eligible pupils 

n	 Appropriate teacher training to meet the 
needs of eligible pupils 
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Students receiving special education services 
were not eligible for this intensive instruction 
and services funding. However, AB 128 also 
allocated one-time funding of approximately $50 
million to be used, in part, to provide intensive 
instruction to special education students in the 
class of 2006 who have not yet passed one or 
both parts of the CAHSEE. For programmatic 
information about this funding, please contact Jill 
Larson in the CDE Special Education Division 
at (916) 323-7192 or by e-mail at jlarson@cde. 
ca.gov. For fiscal information, please contact 
Scott Hannon, Director, School Fiscal Services 
Division, at (916) 322-3024 or by e-mail at 
shannon@cde.ca.gov. 

Alternative Assessment Bill Vetoed 
AB 1531 proposed that districts be able to 
develop their own alternative assessment 
that students would be able to pass in lieu of 
passing the CAHSEE. On October 7, AB 1531 
was vetoed by the Governor, who stated that 
a locally developed alternative assessment 
to the CAHSEE would undermine the current 
CAHSEE, make it difficult for the state to 
establish minimum standards for a high school 
diploma, and diminish efforts to ensure that 
students receive the assistance they need to 
pass the CAHSEE. 

Adult Student Flexible Testing Bill Vetoed 
AB 1057 proposed that adult students be able 
to take the CAHSEE at times and locations 
convenient for them. On September 22, this bill 
was vetoed by the Governor, who stated that 
this sort of scheduling would present logistical 
difficulties to districts and raise test security 
concerns, and for such a high-stakes exam, 
the current opportunities offered by the state 
are reasonable. Adult students must be given 
two opportunities each school year to pass 
the CAHSEE, but may not take the CAHSEE 
in successive administrations. Adult students 
may continue to take the CAHSEE as long as 
they are enrolled in a program in which they are 
working toward a high school diploma. 

Administration Reminders


Restriction on Use of School Code “0000001” 
Beginning in 2005–06, school districts are to 
restrict their use of the school code “0000001” 
to only those special education students who 
are receiving instruction at a nonpublic certified 
school (NPCS). The answer documents for 
these students should be marked to indicate that 
the student receives special education services 
at an NPCS and should be submitted under a 
header sheet with the school code “0000001.” 
The answer documents for students who are not 
enrolled in an NPCS are to be submitted under 
the header sheet for the school at which the 
student receives instruction. 

The CDE is currently in the process of assigning 
unique school numbers to NPCSs. Beginning 
in 2006–07, school districts will also need to 
provide the NPCS’s 7-digit number. 

Modification Use No Longer Included in 
Participation Rate 
The United States Department of Education 
has informed the CDE that it may no longer 
consider students who use modifi cations as 
having participated in the federal accountability 
system to meet the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
requirement. Beginning in 2005–06, students 
who use modifications on the CAHSEE will not 
count toward the 95 percent participation rate 
requirement that is part of the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) component of NCLB. 

The CAHSEE regulations require that students 
be permitted to use any accommodations or 
modifi cations specified in their individualized 
education program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan. 
School districts must provide students 
with any accommodations or modifications 
specified in their IEP or Section 504 Plan 
during CAHSEE testing. 
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Grade Twelve Administration Reminders 
Grade twelve students who have not yet passed 
the CAHSEE must be provided up to three 
opportunities in 2005–06 (e.g., September/ 
February/May) to pass the exam or two 
opportunities in 2005–06 and one opportunity 
in the year following grade twelve during the 
regularly district-provided opportunity scheduled 
in the fall. The CAHSEE regulations permit only 
grade twelve students to take the CAHSEE in 
successive administrations (e.g., March, May). 

Data Corrections 

Final 2004–05 Data Correction Window 
The final window for making corrections to 
the 2004–05 CAHSEE demographic data 
closes on October 31. Any corrections made 
during this final window will be included for 
Academic Performance Index (API) and AYP 
calculations. Corrections can be made on the 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) secure Web 
site at http://cahsee.ets.org. Questions about 
making demographic data corrections should be 
directed to ETS at (800) 241-5687. 

Special Data Correction Requests 
The CDE has established a list of CAHSEE 
data correction services that ETS, the test 
contractor, can provide for a fee. This list 
of special services is available on the ETS 
CAHSEE Web site at http://www.ets.org/cahsee 
under “Resources.” Districts can contact ETS 
directly to request most of the data correction 
services, but certain data correction requests 
require pre-approval from the CDE. Services 
that require pre-approval include: deletion of 
duplicate student records; combination of scores 
from two separate answer documents for the 
same student; and removal of “tested with 
modification” status. For these services, districts 
must complete the “Request for CDE Approval” 
form on the ETS Web site (see address above) 
and mail it to the CDE for review. If the request 
is approved, the district will work directly with 
ETS to arrange for the data correction. Please 
contact ETS at (800) 241-5687 for further 
information. 

More Information... 
Additional information about the CAHSEE 

is available on the CDE Web site at http://

www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/. Questions about 

the CAHSEE can be directed to the CDE 

CAHSEE Office at (916) 445-9449. 
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